Ethnography has been narrowly construed as the research methodology that defines the discipline of cultural anthropology. But this course explores ethnography as a wide-ranging mode of inquiry and a genre of writing through which we grapple with the experience of Self and Other at the intersection of overlapping cultural worlds. We begin by linking modern ethnographic writing to early travel narratives, to missionary accounts, and to colonial reports serving evolving imperial formations. We then examine the consolidation of an "ethnographic" perspective in the emerging discipline of anthropology, as well as more recent critiques of this genre. Our own method will be reading classic and contemporary ethnographic works. These reveal ongoing tensions between the scientific and the literary; between abstract "theory" and ethnographic "practice"; and between the claim to truth-telling and the power and limits linked to the positioning of the author. In response to these tensions we also trace the textual experimentation that mixes ethnography, poetry, memoir, and travel writing, fiction, and film. Our goal is to develop a self-reflective ethnographic imagination, open to the possibilities and difficulties in cross-cultural understanding, as we consider the complexities in encounter and contact, looking and describing, representing and translating.
READINGS
All books are available from a variety of online sources. Also, I will put the books on reserve. Other reading materials will be available through the course course website at NYU Classes which everyone MUST be able to use. Also, this syllabus is a work in progress. There might be occasions during the course of the semester when readings might change and/or additional materials added and assignments shifted as well. While I don't anticipate this happening very frequently (and of course, I will give you notice), I would like the course to be open to our evolving conversation.
ASSIGNMENTS
This is a seminar course. Therefore, punctuality, regular attendance and participation are important for this class to work well. Arrival in a timely way and regular attendance is a requirement.
Weekly reaction/response papers to the readings which must be posted to the discussion forum by Monday noon. In these responses of a page or two, you should pull out some sense of your understanding of the readings, an exploration of a concept or argument that you find compelling. You could also lay out what you do not understand or are wrestling with in the readings. You can use these responses to analytically clarify for yourself what the readings are saying. In addition, towards the end of this response, you might also raise questions that emerge for you out of the readings.
Book Review of Ethnography:
I would like you to submit a 4-5 page book review/discussion of one of the book-length ethnographies assigned in class. You can choose which book you want to write about but your book review is due the day we discuss the book in class (before class). In this review, I am not just looking for your opinion and reaction to the book but also an analytical summary of the book. I will explain this further.
Ethnographic Project: 1)By Oct. 3 I would like you to submit to me a proposal for a short-term fieldwork project that you will conduct throughout the semester. This should involve a site that is easily accessible to you, where it is possible to observe, participate perhaps, do some interviewing. This proposal should include why you feel this site is interesting and important.
2)By Dec. 5, I would like you to submit to me examples of fieldnotes, photographs, video, and other documentary materials you have collected related to your fieldwork and fieldsite. I will provide instructions on how to submit these materials.
3)By December 19, I would like you to submit a 7-10 page paper that reflects on the process of conducting this project. This is more of a reflective paper on the process itself. If you so desire, you may incorporate more of an analysis of the ethnographic materials you have collected. 
